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For immediate release 6.21.18 
 

CHALLENGE TO VILLAGE OF CHESTER SINGLE FAMILY ZONING DISMISSED 
BY APPELLATE COURT 

 
 Mayor Tom Bell of the Village of Chester, New York announced that a Court Challenge by BT Holdings to 
the Village’s recently adopted Single Family Zoning District Amendment was rejected by the Appellate Division, 
Second Department in a Decision released yesterday.   
 
 Mayor Bell remarked, “Each municipality should have the right to decide their own land use plan.  I am 
very pleased that the Appellate Court has upheld that right to do so in our Village of Chester”.  The Village of 
Chester under the leadership of Mayor Bell’s Administration enacted a Local Land Use Law that allowed for up to 
120 single family homes to be built on land owned by BT Holdings.  That Local Law also allowed for new 
technology businesses to be constructed on this property as a way to attract new commercial ratables.  
The landowner BT Holdings brought a challenge to this Local Law that the lower court did not dismiss.  The 
Appellate Court ruled that the lower court should have dismissed that BT Holdings challenge to this 120 single 
family zoning district.  An Attorney for the Village of Chester Dennis Lynch noted, “Land use laws are to protect 
the interest of the residents and not promote the interests of developers.  I am pleased the Appellate Court 
agreed with our legal arguments on that important municipal land use issue”. 
 
 For further information contact Dennis Lynch, Esq., 845-353-2000 of Feerick Lynch MacCartney & 
Nugent, Esqs. with Offices in Rockland County and Orange County. A copy of the Appellate Court Decision is 
attached. 
 
 








