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Save the dates:
Monday, April 3: program on Sugar Loaf: “The Reinvention, Revival and Transformation of  
Sugar Loaf  Hamlet and Mountain from the 20th Century to the Present: An Orange County Saga.” Dr. Richard 
Hull will give part two of  his presentation in the Pavilion at the Sugar Loaf  Performing Arts Center.  Dr. Hull is an 
excellent speaker and part one, on the early history of  Sugar Loaf  was very popular.  Part two at 7p.m. in the Pavil-
ion. The program is free, but suggested donation is $20.

Saturday, May 6:  Erie Station Museum opens 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Saturday and 1 p.m. - 3 p.m. on Sunday un-
til the end of  Oct.  The Chester Historical Society’s exhibit this year is on the hamlet of  Sugar Loaf. Find out more 
about its interesting history.

Saturday, May 20: Our Annual Yard Sale, from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Come and find some treasures!  
Starting February 25 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., we are collecting clean items in good condition for the yard sale. NO 
CLOTHING OR ELECTRONICS OR LARGE FURNITURE ITEMS, no baby seats/carriers, nor personal 
items, please. We will post on Facebook and on the Website



Welcome new members:  Maria  Caicedo; 
Andrea Cotter; Gregg D. Merksamer; Veronica  Mott; 
William  Newell; Brian O’Rourke and  Ruth Santiago. 

Thanks to renewing members:  
Nancy Hom George; Lorraine Hom; Jim Jones; Law-
rence “Pat” Kramer and Richard M. McCormick.

We extend heartfelt sympathy to the 
family and friends of  those lost since the 
November Newsletter: Murphy Edwards, Scott 
Foley, Maggie Johnson and Irving Schlinger.

Presidents Corner

   SUGAR LOAF, the subject of  this 
year’s exhibit at the 1915 Erie Station 
Museum, is proving to be a little ham-
let with a big story. As the Exhibition 
Committee delves into its research, 
it has uncovered plenty of  interest-
ing facts and stories to share with the 
public come the Museum’s May 6th 
opening. 
   But, even before the opening, our focus on SUGAR 
LOAF kicks off  with Professor Richard Hull’s lecture 
on April 3rd. This program, co-sponsored with the 
Orange County Land Trust, will be held at the Sugar 
Loaf  Performing Arts Center (SLPAC). Professor Hull’s 
topic will be “The Reinvention, Revival and Transforma-
tion of  Sugar Loaf  Hamlet and Mountain from the 20th 
Century to Present: An Orange County Saga.”  Professor 
Hull’s previous lecture, “Sugar Loaf  History: Mountain 
and Hamlet,” held at SLPAC in December was well at-
tended. I encourage you to visit the Orange County Land 
Trust website at oclt.org to watch this first presentation 
and learn more about OCLT’s current effort to preserve 
Sugar Loaf  Mountain.
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Membership Dues have increased for 2023 and 
are $20 for individual membership and $25 for fam-
ily. Help support our mission and free programs with 
your membership.

Please send your renewal or first-time 
membership dues to:
The Chester Historical Society

47 Main Street
Chester, New York 10918
Attn: Sue Bahren

President   Nancy Hom George
1st Vice President     Debby Lu Vadala-Adams
2nd Vice President              Bill Schilling
Recording Secretary   Georgina Robillard
Corresponding Secretary       Lynn Berenberg
Treasurer     Sue Bahren

2023 Historical Society Officers elected: 

Tentative dates for the following:
October: Penny social; date & time to be 
announced.
Nov. 13 Dutch treat dinner
Dec. 3 tree lighting
Jan 13, 2024 Annual meeting.
Next regular meeting: March 1st at 7 p.m., in 
person at the Chester Library lower level and on 
Zoom.  

History Buffs: Our Newsletter is Going 
Digital!
  

Trustees of  the society have decided to transition 
to a digital newsletter. Some members have already 
exercised this option and receive their quarterly 
newsletters via email. If  we have your email address, 
after this issue, you will get your newsletter via email. 
This will save the society about $365 per year; money 
spent on reams of  paper and postage. If  you have 
changed your email recently, or you do not have a 
computer or want to continue with your paper copy, 
let us know. To confirm that we have your correct ad-
dress you can email: chester_historical@mac.com or 
write to the Society at 47 Main Street, Chester, N.Y.

Hail and Farewell:

  The Society thanks President Judy Barry for an 
outstanding job as last year’s president and looks for-
ward to another year of  strong leadership with Nancy 
Hom George at the helm as we continue our mission 
of  educating, preserving and stewardship.      
   Georgina Robillard
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  Ms. McLeod gave a very informative Power Point 
presentation on the process and guidelines for es-
tablishing a Historic District. She also gave some 
background on the history of  how State and National 
Registers of  Historic Places came about. 

  For additional information, visit the New York 
State Office of  Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation at nysparks.com/shop.  Chester area 
contact is Jennifer Betsworth (jennifer.betsworth@
parks.ny.gov or 518 268-2189).

   Topics included: the Native American, Colonial and 
Independence eras focusing on the uniqueness and 
vital importance of  the mountain and hamlet area to 
our county’s natural and human communities.  Dr. 
Hull talked about what makes Sugar Loaf  so fascinat-
ing, so interdependent, and so historically important to 
us today and what makes the iconic mountain itself  so 
unique and worthy of  protection.
  The program was sponsored by: Orange County Land Trust; Chester His-
torical Society; Sugar Loaf  Historical Society; Warwick Historical Society; 
and Vision Hudson Valley. The program can be seen on the Orange County 
Land Trust’s site: https://www.oclt.org/lecture-by-dr-richard-hull-sugar-loaf-
history-mountain-and-hamlet/

  Dr. Hull, Warwick Town Historian and Chester Society 
member, has been honored by the Association of  Public Histo-
rians of  New York State with the Franklin D. Roosevelt Local 
Government Historian Award for Lifetime Achievement.  He 
is professor emeritus of  History at New York University and 
author of  more than a dozen books.   
  After the Program Dr. Richard Hull spoke about 
the effort to save Sugar Loaf  Mountain
  The Orange County Land Trust group is trying to acquire 
more than 300 acres of  land comprising a large part of  Sugar 
Loaf  Mountain.  The hope is to turn this private property into 

public parkland. Once the property is purchased the Land Trust 
hopes to transfer the site to the state’s Parks Department as public 
land.
  Dr. Hull spoke about the cost of  acquiring the land: $2.4 mil-
lion by May but also of  its importance in many of  the conserva-
tion efforts made by OCLT in the past. Anyone wishing to donate 
may do so at oclt.org/sugarloaf.  

  We look forward to the second part of  his presentation on April 
3rd.
  President Nancy Hom George remarked:
  During the years that I lived and worked in Manhattan, 
two Sundays a month I was a docent in the education 
department at the Bronx Zoo. In our studies to become 
docents, we spent several classroom days focused on 
birds. To the point, I thought, “Goodness gracious will 
we ever finish this mind-numbing discussion about feet 
and beaks,” but, in hindsight it was a gift. It truly gave me 
a different perspective on birds and an appreciation for 
the beauty they bring to our environment and joy to our 
lives. In Dr. Hull’s first program, he spoke about the bird 
population on Sugar Loaf  Mountain citing that there are 
40 species living there. To me, protecting and preserving 
this habitat for the bird population is a mandate as stew-
ards of  our land.

Dr. Richard Hull presented the first of  a two-part presentation about 
Sugar Loaf  History: Mountain and Hamlet 
(from Native American Settlement to 1880) 
on Dec. 7, 2022 at Sugar Loaf  Performing Arts Center

Annual Program presented on January 14: Establishing a Historic 
Preservation District
Guest Speaker: Jennifer McLeod: Orange County Planning Department

  Ed. note:  Leslie Smith recorded the program on “Es-
tablishing a Historic Preservation District” and it will 
eventually be available on www.youtube.com/@chester-
historical1631.   

  Earlier programs, including the “Black Dirt” and “W.A. 
Lawrence Historical Marker” and the “Ellen Shortess 
Garden Re-dedication” are available now on the above 
site.   
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Research from Leslie:

   The Chester Historical Society is the recipi-
ent of  93 Brookside Avenue, a historic house 
built around 1857. The parcel and premises 
which have an appraised value of  $250,000 
were donated by Mark Shattuck, owner of  
Brookside Avenue Development LLC and 
developer of  the adjacent parcel to the north. 
We thank Mr. Shattuck for his very gener-
ous donation. Both Mr. Shattuck and Aaron 
Hirschey, project supervisor, throughout the 
acquisition process have been a pleasure to 
work with. The house faced demolition in 
the original development plan. The historical 
society hopes in the near future to be able to 
welcome visitors to the site.

93 Brookside Avenue: The Winters/Lawrence 
Cottage, Its history and residents

  On April 27, 1857, Curtis Z. Winters purchased the 
parcel from Cornelius Board Wood for $110. You may 
remember that Cornelius Board Wood once owned the 
property at 1 Oakland Avenue featured in our August 
newsletter. Shown below, is a section of  the 1859 Corey 
& Bachman map of  Orange and Rockland Counties, New 
York. It shows that Wood not only owned the large acre-
age on the east side of  the Chester/Goshen Road extend-
ing east to Main Street, but he also owned property on 
the west side of  that road. It shows CZ Winters as owner 
of  a house located on the west side of  what was the 
Chester/Goshen Road, now Brookside Avenue; between 
C. B. Wood and his brother-in law, William Masterson.
  Because Curtis Z. Winters sold it in March of  1860 to 
William Patterson of  Chester for $800, we assume that 
C.Z. Winters built the house shortly after buying the 
property.
  What little we know about Curtis Zophar Winters is that 
he suffered significant losses in his short life. From re-
cords of  the census, DAR, and a few newspaper clippings 
we know that at age 22 he was listed in the 1850 census as 
a clerk, possibly in the store of  his (future) brother in law, 

William Masterson. He married Elizabeth Masterson, 
William’s sister. Curtis and Elizabeth Winters are listed 
on the 1855 census with daughter Harriet (Hattie) born 
in March of  1854. Sadly, Hattie died in November of  
1855; age one year, nine months.
  Curtis and Elizabeth had two more children; Idie, a 
daughter, born in 1856 and Edmund, a son, born in 
1858. Elizabeth Masterson Winters died in 1858 and 
Curtis remarried early in 1860. His second wife, Maria 
Louisa King was one of  the eleven children of  Jonas 
King and Elizabeth Durland (daughter of  Joseph Dur-
land). Curtis and Louisa sold the house and lot (at #93 
Brookside) on March 26, 1860 to William Patterson of  
Chester (whose wife, Elizabeth, was the sister of  Maria 
Louisa King Winters).
  Curtis and Louisa Winters had a son, John King 
Winters, born in 1860. Sadly, Curtis himself  died in 
September of  1861 at the age of  thirty three. The 
(Sept. 29) 1860 census lists Curtis, 32, merchant, with 
wife Louisa, Idie, age 4 and Edmund age 2 living in 
the household of  Walter H. Conkling also a merchant. 
Both Idie and Edmund died before reaching adult-

photo by Leslie Smith

93 Brookside Avenue, the former Winters/Lawrence Cottage now 
belongs to the Chester Historical Society: A Super Thank You to 
Mark Shattuck, owner of  Brookside Avenue Development L.L.C. 
and developer of  the adjacent parcel (Advance Auto Parts) to the north.
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hood.
  The obituary of  her sister, Susan 
King, of  Chester, (The Orange 
County Times Press of  January 21, 
1916) states that Louisa (Mrs. Curtis 
Z. Winters) is living in Illinois with 
her son, John K. Winters and is the 
sole survivor of  the family. Louisa 
died in 1917.

Briefly, changes in ownership 
succeeding C. Z. Winters are as 
follows:
  August 27, 1870 William Patterson 
to James J. Board for $550.

April 1, 1872 Article of  agreement 
between James J. Board and Jeheil 
and Samuel Grey to purchase the 
house and lot for $1100 in consider-
ation of  $200 paid.

March 23, 1876 James J Board and 
Huldah, his wife to Jeheil and Samuel Grey for $1100. 
March 21, 1879 Jeheil and Samuel Grey to George F. 
Andrews for $1000.

April 1, 1879 George and Mary Elizabeth Andrews to 
William A. Lawrence for $800.

October 25, 1956 Harriet C. H. Lawrence and the Riggs 
National Bank as Trustee, Estate of  Theodore F. Law-
rence to Fred Schubert, Charles Schubert and Veronica 
Schubert for $6000.

June 30, 1971 Charles Schubert to Mark T. and Anna 
May Vanderbilt for $10.

December 6, 1971 Mark T. and Anna May Vanderbilt to 
Samuel T. Conservo for $10.

Conservo Family Trust to (Gary Greenwald) for 
$160,000.

April 12 2018 Gary Greenwald (93 Brookside LLC) to 
Catskill Hudson Bank for $219,972 (foreclosure).

July 8, 2022 Catskill Hudson Bank to Brookside Ave. 
Development (Mark Shattuck, Westlake Development), 
for $625,000 included lots 107-2-8.1 and 107-2-9.1 and 
107-2-9.2.

November 14, 2022 Brookside Ave. Development 
LLC (Mark Shattuck, Westlake Development) donated 
to the Chester Historical Society. In the next newslet-
ter you will learn more about other inhabitants of  #93 
Brookside Avenue.         
     

While the 1915 Erie Railroad Station will remain the 
main space for exhibitions, the Cottage, once it is 
stable and usable, could be used for small exhibitions 
but mainly it will house our archives and memorabilia.      
Leslie Smith

Quote from Georgina Robillard (and seconded by all): Many 
thanks to Clif  Patrick, Leslie Smith and Sue Bahren who 
worked very hard to make this happen. Many thanks, too, to 
member Rick Ramsdell for his invaluable counsel regarding 
structural matters.
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News from the past from the pages of the Independent Republican
Spelling and punctuation kept as it was in the original

Ad from the January 2, 1923 Independent Republican: Ru-
dolph Valentino and Gloria Swanson to appear in “Beyond 
the Rocks” at the Central Theater in Goshen on Jan. 4 & 5, 
1923; admission 15 and 25 cents. 

Two Dead In Family
Mrs. Mary A. Conklin and Mrs. J. S. Murray Victims of Pneu-
monia.
  The residents of Chester were shocked Sunday when Mrs. 
Mary A. Conklin and her daughter, Mrs. James S. Murray, 
died within five hours of each other.  Mrs. Conklin was ill, 
and Mrs. Murray had been caring for her mother.  Both were 
taken seriously ill Wednesday with pneumonia.  Mrs. Conk-
lin died at 11:30 a.m. Sunday of bronchial pneumonia.  Mrs. 
Murray died at 4:15 p.m. Sunday, of pleuro pneumonia.
Portion of a notice in the Jan. 9, 1923 issue of the 
Independent Republican

Trucks Go Into Ditch
-Three large trucks were ditched on Friday 
night below Kane’s crossing on account of ice 
in places on the road and in passing cars [sic.]  
The trucks slid off the road.  Fortunately no one 
was injured.
---Master George Pruss has accepted the po-
sition as fireman on Sunday evenings to start 
the fire in the [Craigville] school and have it as 
cheerful as possible for the teachers and kid-
dies on Monday morning.  
From the February 13, 1923 Independent Re-
publican, Craigville news column. 
 

Installed Radios
--Town Clerk Thompson has installed a radio receiving ap-
paratus and manages to keep his customers interested 
while he compounds their prescriptions.
--Frank Durland and Rev. J. Holmes McGuiness have had 
radio service installed in their residences during the past 
week.
From the February 13, 1923 Independent Republican, 
Chester news column
Chester House Burned
--Charles Winters and Family Driven Out in Night Clothes
  Fire, at one o’clock, Monday morning, destroyed the dwell-
ing of Charles N. Winters, of Chester, causing a damage 
of $7,000 and driving Mr. and Mrs. Winters and their little 
daughter, aged five years, out into the night.  They were 
given temporary refuge at the home of Chas. Osborne, a 
neighbor.
    Lack of night telephone service in the village delayed the 
arrival of firemen, and the flames, which were of unknown 
origin, consumed the place before help arrived.  A line of 
hose was laid but no water turned on.
     Mr. Winters, who conducts a stationary store, was 
asleep, as were the members of his family, on the second 
floor of the house, and were awakened by crackling flames 
and dense smoke, which nearly suffocated them as they 
fled in scanty attire.
     Mr. Winters stated that there was no fire in the kitchen 
stove when the family retired Sunday night, as only wood 
had been burned owing to the scarcity of coal.
From the Feb. 20, 1923 issue of the Independent Repub-
lican.

 The Craigville School  is now a private residence. The Craigville Schoolhouse still stands 
on the west side of Route 94, just south of Rt. 51 (Craigville Road).
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Installed Six Radios
--Charles A. Thompson reports that he has sold six radio 
outfits during the past week.  It will soon be a radio in every 
home.  
 
Postmaster Confirmed
--The Appointment of H. Ferd House as postmaster at 
Chester has been confirmed by the Senate.

---Ira H. Green, who has been seriously ill for several days, 
is on the mend.
---Mrs. A. R. Conklin is confined to the house with an attack 
of bronchitis.
---Walton Hose Company held its regular monthly meeting 
in the Library rooms Tuesday evening.
From the Feb. 20, 1923 issue of the Independent Republi-
can, Chester news column. 

Coal was in short supply in the first months of 1923:
  --Was Willing to “Swap”
    A well known gentleman, living near Goshen, wrote opti-
mistically to a friend in Jersey City recently stating that his 
coal supply was exhausted, but that he could still obtain a 
wood supply by chopping it, and that country life still had its 
compensations, one of which was a barrel of very excellent 
cider in the cellar.
    On Monday, the country gentleman received a small, 
securely wrapped and insured parcel by mail.  It was found 
to contain a small hunk of coal, about four carets in size.  
Accompanying it came a letter which read: “In Christian 
brotherhood I send you half my coal.  Please retaliate by 
sending me half your cider.
From the Feb. 27, 1923 issue of the Independent Repub-
lican.

---Birth of a Daughter
   Born to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Cullen, on February 17, 
a daughter. [Mary Rose Cullen]
From the Feb. 27, 1923 issue of the Independent Republi-
can, Chester news column.

--Fish in Glenmere Lake were smothered by ice.  
Residents of Florida, N.Y. complained about the color and 
odor of water coming from Glenmere Lake. A news article 
stated an investigation found “The lake is frozen from shore 
to shore to a depth of 24 inches.  On this heavy layer of ice 
is a coating of snow a foot deep.” 
Fish that had smothered and died were found to be the 
cause of the unsavory drinking water.   “A hole was cut in 
the ice near the dam,” which filled up almost instantly with 
dead and live fish.  The air in the lake had been exhausted.  
“The dead fish were swept over the dam in tremendous 
quantities…the fish which had not succumbed made their 
way to the opening and thousands of them could be seen 
in the water.  They were of all kinds and sizes.

Canals were cut in the ice to remedy the situation.  And it 
was expected the water quality would return after all the 
dead fish were removed.   
Excerpted from the March 6, 1923 issue of the Independent 
Republican, Chester news column.

--Moved Garage
   Joseph Predmore, with two teams, moved the garage 
from the Van Duzer place to the Webb lot.  This proceeding 
created much excitement in the village.
From the March 6, 1923 issue of the Independent Republi-
can, Sugar Loaf news column.

Old news From Brief Retrospect Columns in the 
Independent Republican:
--The steamer Caledonia forced its way through the ice 
from New York to Newburgh, and the navigation season 
was declared open.
From the week of 2-27-1853, reprinted in the Feb. 27, 1923 
Independent Republican, Brief Retrospect column.
----------------------------------
--Charles A. Pope, proprietor of a hotel in Chester, was 
thrown from his wagon and fatally injured.
From the week of Feb. 20, 1863, reprinted in the Feb. 20, 
1923 issue of the Independent Republican, Brief Retro-
spect column.
--------------------------------------
---The thermometer registered 1 degree below zero.
--Erie brakemen had their wages advanced to $ 2.50 per 
day.
From the week of Feb. 20, 1873, reprinted in the Brief Ret-
rospect column of the Feb. 20, 1923 issue of the Indepen-
dent Republican.
--Henry R. Brown, the Newburgh sculptor, had completed 
the model for a statue of Governor Clinton, to be placed in 
the capitol at Washington.
From the week of Feb. 27, 1873, reprinted in the Feb. 27, 
1923 issue of the Independent Republican, Brief Retro-
spect column.
---------------------------------------
--At a meeting of the Erie Milk Producers Association, held 
in Goshen court house, it was ordered that all milk produced 
in Orange county be withheld from New York City dealers 
until they should recognize the market price of 3 ½ cents 
per quart.
From the week of 2-27-1883, reprinted in the Feb. 27, 1923 
Independent Republican, Brief Retrospect column.
----------------------------------------
---Frank Chardavoyne, of Goshen, purchased the Howland 
House at Chester
--Speculators who had stored 250,000 bushels of onions 
in the Drowned Lands district were heavy losers, the price 
having fallen to 50 cents [from?] $1.25 per bag.
From the week of Feb. 27, 1903, reprinted in the Brief Ret-
rospect column of the Feb. 27, 1923 issue of the Indepen-
dent Republican
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