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Section 3



Agency Use Only [1€ npplicable]

Full Environmental Assessment Form Project: [
Part 2 - Identification of Potential Project Impacts  Dwe: [

Part 2 is to be completed by the lead agency. Part 2 is designed to help the lead agency inventory all potential resources that counld
be affected by a proposed project or action. We recognize thet the lead agency’s reviewer(s) will not necessarily be eavironmental
professionals. So, the questions are designed to walk a reviewer through the assessment process by providing a series of questions that
can be answered using the information found i Part 1. To further aszist the lead agency in completing Part 2, the form identifies the
most relevant questions in Part 1 that wilt provide the information needed to answer the Part 2 question. When Part 2 is completed, the
lead agency will have identified the relevant environmental areas that may be impacted by the proposed activity.

If the lead agency is a state agency and the action is in any Coastal Avea, complets the Constal Assessment Form before proceeding
with this essessment.
Tips for comploting Part 2:
e Review all of the information provided in Part 1.

Review any application, maps, supporting materials and the Full EAF Workbook.

Answer eech of the 18 questions in Part 2.
If you answer “Yes™ to a numbered questior, please complete all the questions that follow in that gection,
If you answer “Ne™ to a numbered question, move on to the next numbered question.
Check appropriate columm to indicate the anticipated size of the impact.

Proposed projects that would exceed & numeric threshold contained in a question should result in the reviewing agency
checking the box “Moderate to large impact may occur,”

The reviewer is not expected to be an expert in environmental analysis,

If you are not sure or undecided about the size of an impact, it may belp to review the sub-questions for the general
question and consult the workbook.

e  When answering a question consider all components of the proposed activity, that is, the "whole ection®,

*  Consider the possibility for long-term and cumulative impacts as well as direct impacts,
¢ Answer the question in a reasonable manner considering the scale and context of the project.

1. Impacton Land
Proposed action may involve construction on, or physical alteration of, MNO CIves
the land surface of the proposed site. (See Part 1. D.1)
Ii "Yes"” answer qucstions a-j. If "No”™. move on to Section 2.
Relevant No, or Moderate
Part I small to large
Queston(s) impact | impact may
may oceur occur
4. The proposed action may involve construction on land where depth to water table is EXd 0 O
less than 3 feet.
b. The proposed action may involve construction on slopes of 15% or greater. E2f O O
¢. The proposed action mey involve construction on lend where bedrock is exposed, or | E2a | a
generally within 5 feet of existing ground surface. - B
d. The proposed action may involve the excavation and removal of more than 1,000 tons | D2a ] O
of natural material.
¢. The proposed action may involve construction that continues for more than cne year | Dle O O
or in multiple phases, B
f. The proposed action may result in increased erosion, whether from physical D2e, D2q | O
| distarbance or vegetation removal (including from treatment by herbicides).
g- The proposed sction is, or may be, located within a Coastal Erosion hazard area, Bli O |
h. Other impacts: o (]
S |
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2, Impact on Geological Features

The proposed action may result in the modification or destruction of, or inhibit

access to, any unique or unusual land forms on the site (e.g., cliffy, dunes, [XINo [JYEs
minerals, fossils, caves), (See Part 1. E.2.g)
If "'Yes", answer questions a - c.. I/ "Ne”_move on to Section 3.
Relevant No, or Moderate
Part1 small to large
Question(s) impact impact may
= may oceur oceur
a. [deatify the specific land form(s) attached: E2g O o
b. The proposed action may affect or is adjacent to a geological feature listed as a E3e O O
registeted National Natural Landmark,
Specifie featmre:
c. Other impacts: O O
3. Impacts on Surface Water
The proposed action may affoct one ot tmore wetlands or other surface water ﬁNO Clves
bodies (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds or lakes). (See Part 1. D.2, E.2.h)
If “Yes", answer questions a- [ I “No". move on to Section 4. |
Relevant No, or Moderate
Partl small to large
Question(s) impact impaet may
may oteur occur
a. The proposed action may create a new water body. D2b, D1h (] a
b. The proposed action may result in an increase or decrsage of over 10% or more than a D2b O O
|10 acre increase or decrease in the surface area of any body of water.
¢. The proposed action may involve dredging more than 100 cubic yards of material D2a a (]
from a wetland or water body.
d. The proposed action may involve construetion within or adjoining a freshwater or E2h O O
tidal wetland, or in the bed or banks of any other water body.
¢. The proposed action may creats turbidity in a waterbody, either from upland erosion, | D2e, D2h O (W
runoff or by disturbing bottom sediments.
f. The proposed action may include construction of one or more intake(s) for withdrawal | D2c O a
of water from surface water.
g. The proposed action may include construction of one or more cutfall(s) for discharge | D2d 0 (8
of wastewster to surface warei(s).
h. The proposed action may cause anil erosion, or otharwiss create a source of D2e O (|
stormwater discharge that may lead to siltation or other degradation of recelving
water bodies,
i, The proposed action may affect the water quality of any water bodies within or E2h a
downstream of the site of the proposed action.
J. The proposed action may involve the application of pesticides or herbicides in or D2q, E2h
around any water body. = =
k. The proposed action may require the construction of new, or expansion of existing, Dle, D2d O [}
wastewater treatment facilities.
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g. Other impacts: O O
6. Impacts on Alr
The proposed action may include a state regulated air emission source. I7jvo [CJyes
(See Part 1. D.2.f, D.2.h, D.2.g)
I "Yes", answer questions a - j. If “No", move on to Section 7. _
Relevant | No,or Moderate
Part1 small to large
Question(s) | impact | impact may
may occur otcur
a. If the proposed action requires federal or state air emission permits, the action may
also emit one or more greenhouse gases at or above the following levels:
i. More than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide (CO;) D2g | a
ii. More than 3.5 tons/yesr of nitrous oxide (N;0) D2g O a
fii. More than 1000 tons/ycar of carbon equivalent of perfluorocarbons (PFCs) D2g [m] [m]
iv. More than .045 tons/yesr of sulfur hexafluoride (SFg) D2g a E
v. Mors than 1000 tons/year of carbon dioxide equivalent of D2g (]
hydrochloroflourocarbons (HFCs) emissions
vi. 43 tons/yesr or more of methane D2h (m] (m]
b. The proposed action may generate 10 tons/year or more of any one designated D2g O O
| hazardous air pollutant, or 25 tons/year or more of any combination of such hazardous
gir pollutants,
©. The proposed action may require a state air registration, or may produce an emissions | D2f, D2g 0 O
rate of total contaminants thet may exceed 5 fbs. per hour, or reay include a heat
source capable of producing more than 10 million BTU's per hour. -
d. The proposed action may reach 50% of any of the thresholds in “a” through “c”, D2g (m] O
above.
e. The proposed action may result in the combustion or thermal treatment of more than 1 | D23 (m] [m]
ton of refuse per hour.
f. Other impacts: (m] a
7. Impact on Plants and Animals
The proposed action may result in a loss of flora or fauna. (See Part 1. E.2. m.—q.) ZNo CJyes
If "Yes”, answer questions a - j. If "No". move on to Section 8.
Relevant No, or Moderate
Part] small to large
Question(s) impact impact may
IIIIJ' oecour occur
8. The proposed action may cause reduction in population or logs of individuals of any | E2o | O
threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the Federal
| government, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.
b. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitat used by | E20 (] 0
any rare, threatened or endangered species, as listed by New York State or the federal
guvermment. - o
¢. The proposed action may cause reduction in population, or loss of individuals, of any | B2p (| (m]
species of special concern or conservation need, as listed by New York State or the
 Federal povernment, that use the site, or are found on, over, or near the site.
d. The proposed action may result in a reduction or degradation of any habitatused by | E2p O (m}
any species of special concern and conservation need, as listed by New York State or
the Federal government,
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e. The proposed action mey diminish the capacity of a registered National Natural Bic = [m|
Landmark to support the biological community it was established to protect.

£. The proposed action may result in the removal of, or ground disturbance in, any E2n m} o
portion of a designated significant natural community.
Sotrree:

8. The proposed action may substantially interfere with nesting/breeding, foraging, or E2m
over-wintering habitat for the predominant species that occupy or use the project site.

h. The proposed action requires the conversion of more than 10 acres of forest, Elb O
grassland or any other regionally or locally importent habitat,
Habitat type & information source:

i. Proposed action {commercial, industrial or recreational projects, only) involves use of | D2q 0 (m ]

herbicides or pesticides.
Jj. Other impacts: O ('}
8. Impact on Agricultural Resources o
The proposed action may impact agricultural resources. (See Part 1. E.3.8. and b.) WO [Clyes
If "Yes”, answer questions a - h. If “No”, move on to Section 9.
Relevant No, or Moderate
Part] small to large
Questlon(s) fmpact | impact may
muny occur occur

a. The proposed action may impact soil ¢lassified within seil group 1 through 4 of the E2c, E3b () Ol
NYS Land Classification System.

b. The proposed action may sever, cross or otherwige limit access to agricultaral land Eln, Elb a O
(includes cropland, haviields, pasture, vinevard, orchard, efc).

¢. The proposed action may result in the excavation or compaction of the soil profile of | E3b (a] a
active agricultural land.

d. The proposed action may irreversibly convert agricultural land to non-agricyltural Elb, E3a a a
uses, either more than 2.5 acres if located in an Agricultural District, or more then 10
aeres if not within an Agricultural District. N

<. The proposed action may disrupt or prevent instellation of en agricultural land Ela, BEib (m] Cl
management systeny

f. The proposed action may result, directly ar indirectly, in increassd development C2¢,C3, O O
potential or pressure on farmland. D2c, D2d

8- The proposed project is not consistent with the adopted numicipal Farmland Cxk a a
Protection Plan.

h. Other impacts: O J 0
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9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources

The land use of the proposed action are obviously different from, or are in [no [Fves
sharp contrast to, current land use patterns between the proposed project and
a scenic or aesthetic resource, (Part 1. E.l.a, E.1.b, E.3.h.)
I “Yes " answer questions a- g. If "No”. go to Section 10. -
Relevant No, or Moderate
PartI small to large
Question(s) impeet | impact may
may occur occur
a. Proposed action may be visible from any officially designated federal, state, or local | E3h ] O
scenic or aesthetic resource,
b. The proposed action may result in the obstruction, elimination or significant B3h, C2b | a
screening of one or more officially designaicd scenic views. -
<. The proposed action may be visible from publicly accessible vantags points: E3h
i. Scagonally (e.g., screened by summer foliags, but visible during other seasons) g =
ii. Year round | ] =
d. The situation or activity in which viewers are engaged while viewing the proposed E3h
action is:
i. Routine travel by residents, including travel to and from work E2q, x m]
ii. Recreational or tourism based activities Ele 0 0
e. The proposed action may caugs & diminishment of the public enjoyment and E3h | (i
appreciation of the designated aesthetic resource,
f. There are similar projects visible within the following distance of the proposed g:;, gu, o O
project: ,Dlg
0-1/2 mile 1~
% -3 mile
3-5 mile
5+ mile
§. Other impacts: O (]

10. Impact on Historic and Archeological Resources
The proposed action. may occur in or adjacent to a historic or archaeological
resource. (Part 1. BE3.e,f and g.)
If “Yes”, answer questions a -e. If "No", go to Section 11,

ﬁuo : [Jves

fo, an archeeclogical site not included on the NY SHPO inventory.
Source:
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Relevant No, or Moderate
Part 1 small to large
Question(s) impaet | impact may
R _ _ | _mayocenr | accur |
8. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous l
to, any buildings, archasological site or district which is Listed on the Nationa! or E3e O l
State Register of Historicel Places, or that has been determined by the Commissioner
of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for
| listing on the State Regiater of Historic Places. _
b. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous | E3f [m] (m]
to, 2n area designated as gengitive for archaeologicel sites on the NY State Historlc
Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeolozical site inventary,
c. The proposed action may occur wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous | E3g A O




d. Other impacts: O O
If any of the above (a-il} are answerer “Muderate to large impact may
¢ occur”, continue with the following questions to help support conclusions in Part 3:
. The proposed action may result in the destruction or alteration of all or part E3e, Blg, O m|
of the site or property. B3f
ii. The proposed action may result in the alteration of the property’s setting or E3e, E3f, O O
integrity. E3g,Ela,
Elb
jii. ‘The proposed sction may result in the introduction of visual clemeats which | E3e, E3f, O O
are out of character with the site or property, or may alter its setting. g;sga‘h.
| 11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation _ - :
The proposed action may result in a loss of recreational opportunities or a \mNO DYES
reduction of an open space resource as designated in any adopted
municipal open space plan.
(SeePart1,C.2.¢c,E.l.c.,B2.q.)
If "Yes”, answer questions a-e. I “"No". zo to Section 12.
Relevant No, or Moderate
Pare ] small to large
Queation(s) impaet | lmpact may
| mayoccur occur
a. The proposed action may result in an impairment of natural functions, or “ecosystem | D2e, Elb 0 a
services”, provided by an undeveloped ares, including but not limited to stormwater | E2h,
storage, putrient cycling, wildlife habitat. 1 E2m, E2o,
E2n, E2p
b. The proposed action may result in the loss of a current or future recreational resource. CC?’ E;c, O O
= c, B2g
¢. The proposed action may eliminate open space or recreational resource in an area C2a, C¢ (| O
with few such resources. Elc, E2q
d. The proposed sction may result in Joss of an area now used informally by the C2c,Elc O O
community 88 a1 open SPACS FESOUICE, _
€ Other impaets: O O
| 12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas
The proposed action may be located within or adjacent to & critical ﬂNo [Jyes
environmental area (CEA). (See Part 1. E3.d)
If "Yes", answer questions a - ¢. If “No", go to Section 13. o
Relevant | No,or Moderate
Part] small to large
Question(s) impact impact may
may ocour occur
a. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quantity of the resource oy B3id O |
_ characteristic which was the basis for desiznation of the CEA.
b. The proposed action may result in a reduction in the quality of the resource or E3d O 0O
| chamcteristic which wes the basis for designation of the CEA.
<. Other impacts: o (M (|
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13, Impact on Transportation o
The proposed action may result in a change to existing transportation systems. DNO ﬁ'{'ﬁs
(See Part 1. D.2.5)
I “Yes". answer questions a - {. [f "No". gv to Section 14,
Relevant No, or Moderate
Parti small to large
Question(s) impact impact may
— may oceur oceur
8. Projected traffic increase may exceed capacity of existing road network., D2j & O
b. The proposed action may result in the construction of paved parking area for 500 or | D2j = (W]
_more vehicles.
¢. The proposed action will degrade existing transit access. D2 O "=
d. The proposed action will degrade existing pedesirian or bicycle accommodations. D2j H [
e. The proposed action may slter the present pattern of movement of pecple or goods. D2j H O
f. Other impacts: [=3 O
_ = |
14. Impact on Energy o
The proposed action may cause an increase in the use of any form of energy. 0 DYBS
(See Part 1. D.2.k)
If "Yes". answer questions a - e. If “No” go to Section 15.
Relevant No,or | Moderate
Partl small to large
Question(s) impact | impact may
may occur oceur
a. The proposed action will require a new, or en upgrade to an existing, substation. D2k [ O
b. The proposed ection wilk require the creation or extension of an energy tranamission | DIf, O O
or supply system to serve more than 50 single or two-family residences orto servea | Dig, D2k
commercizl or industrial use.
¢, The proposed action may utilize more than 2,500 MWhrs per year of elsotricity. | D2k |m| O
d. The proposed action may involve heating and/or cooling of more than 100,000 square | Dlg O O
feet of building area when comipleted, - __J
e. Other Impacts: O - 0
15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light
The proposed action may result in an increase in noise, odors, or outdoor lighting. NNO DYES
(See Part 1.D.2.m., 0., and 0.)
I “Yes", answer questions a - {._If “"No"._go to Section 16.
Relevant No, or I Moderate
Part1 small to large
Question(s) impaet impact may
| may occur | oceur
a. The proposed action may produce sound above noise levels established by local D2m O O
regulation,
b. The proposed action may result in blagting within 1,500 feet of any residence, D2m, Eld O |
hospital, school, licensed day care center, or nursing home.
c. The proposed action may result in routine adors for more then one hour per day. D2¢ (=] 0
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d. The proposed action may result in light shining onto adjoining properties. D2a 0 O
¢. The propased action may result in lighting creating sky-glow brighter than cxisting D2n, Ela O 0O
area conditions.
f. Other impacts: O (W]
l
16. Impact on Human Health
The proposed action may have an impact on human health from exposure 'lﬁ.uo DYES
to new or existing sources of contaminants. (SeePart 1.D.2.q.,E.1.d. f. g. andh.)
If “Yes", answer ouestions a -m. If “No” so to Section 17, |
Relevant No,or Moderate
Part [ small to large
Question(s) impact | impact may
may cecur occur
a. The proposed action is located within 1500 feet of 2 school, hospital, licensed day Eld [} (W]
care center, group home, nursing home or retirement community.
b. The site of the proposed action is currently undergoing remediation. Elg, Elh | (]
c. There is a completed emergency spill remediation, or 2 completed environmental site | Elg, Elh (| a
remediation on, or adjacent to, the site of tha propossd action.
d. The site of the action is subject to an institutional control limiting the use of the Elg Elh | 0
property (e.2., easement or deed restriction),
¢. The proposed action may affect institutional control measures that were put in place | Elg, Eih O O
to ensure that the site remaing prutective of the environment and human health.
f. The proposed action has adequate control measures in place to ensure that future D2t 1 O
generation, treatment and/or disposal of hazardous wastes will be protective of the
environment and human health,
g- The proposed action involves construction or modification of a solid wasts D2g, EIf ] 0
management facility,
h. The propoged action may result in the uneasthing of solid or hazardous waste. D2q, E1f ( O
i. The proposed action may result in an increase in the rate of disposal, or processing, of | D2r, D2s O O
solid waste.
j. The proposed action may result in excavation or other disturbance within 2000 fectof | E1f, Elg (|| (m]
& site used for the disposal of solid or hazardous waste. Elh
k. The proposed action may result in the migration of explosive gases from a landfill Elf, Elg a |
site to adjacent off site structures. .
i. The proposed action may result in the release of contaminated leachate from the D2s, Elf, O a
project site. D2r
m. Other impacts: | 0
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| 17. Consistercy with Community Plans

The proposed action is not consistent with adopted land use plans,
(SeePart1.C.1,C.2. and C.3.)

If "Yes", answer questions a - h. If “No", go to Section 18,

[Zivo

[Jves

-

| PRINT FULL FORM
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Relevant No,or | Moderate
Part] small to large
Question(s) impzet | impact may
. may oceur oceur
a. The proposed action's land use componenits mey be different from, or in sharp €2,C3,Dia [ ] 0
contrast to, current surrounding land use pattern(s). | Ela, Elb
b. The proposed action will cause the permanent populetion of the city, town or village c2 8 [m|
in which the project is located to grow by more than 5%. o
c. The proposed action is inconsistent with local land usa plans or zoning regulations. €2,C2,C3 O (m}
d. The proposed action is inconsistent with any County plans, or other regional land use | C2, C2 ] 0
plans.
e. The proposed action may cause a change in the density of development that is not C3,Dlc, O O
supported by existing infrastructure or i distant from existing infrastructure, D1d, Dif,
— _ D1d. Elb ]
f. The proposed action is located in an area characterized by low density development | C4, D2¢, D2d () 0
that will require new or expanded public infrastructure. D2j
g The proposed action may induce secondary development impacts (e.g., residential or | C2a O (|
commercial development not included in the proposed action)
h. Other: (] O
18. Consistency with Community Character
The proposed project is inconsistent with the existing comrmunity character. ﬂno [Jves
(SeePart 1.C.2,C.3,D.2,E.3)
If "Yes", answer questions a - ¢. 1If "No”. proceed to Part 3. l
Relevant No, or Moderate
Part] small to large
Question(s) impact impact may
a may oceur occur
8. The proposed action may replace or eliminate existing facilities, structures, or areas E3e, B3f, E3g a ]
of historic importance to the community.
b. The proposed action may create & demand for edditional community services (e.g. C4 o (]
achools, police and fire) 1l -
¢. The proposed action may displace affordable or low-income housing in an ares where | C2, C3, D1f O (]
| there is a shortage of such housing. Dlg, Ela |
d. The proposed action may interfere with the use or enjoyment of officially recognized | C2, E3 O O
__or designated public resources.
¢. The proposed action is inconsistent with the predominant architectural scale and C2,C3 O (|
character.
f. Proposed sction is inconsistent with the character of the existing natural landscape. | C2, C3 D O
Ela, Elb
S E2;, E2h
a (|




NEW | Department of
JORK | Environmental
Conservation

Part 3 - How to Determine Significance

Short Environmental Assessment Form (SEAF)

In this section, you will revisit several pieces of Part 2 such as the scale and context of a project. The
task of Part 3 is to determine the significance of an Impact. However, the term ‘significant’ Is somewhat
subjective. That is because the significance of an impact Is dependent on the context of the project,
and the magnltude, duration, importance, irreversibility, and likelihood of that impact occurring. Each
Impact must be judged and weighed by these different characteristics. Similar projects may have
different decisions on significance because of that.

The following steps will help you determine the environmental significance of the impacts identifled in
Part 2.

Understand What Makes an Impact Significant:

The significance of an impact Is decided by evaluating the magnitude, duration, and likelihood of an
impact occurring within the context (geographic scope, setting, and scale) of the project and project
area. Each of these Is described as follows:

« Magnitude:
Part 3 only addresses moderate to large impacts. For each potential impact being evaluated In Part
3, decide if it will be moderate or large. Magnitude refiects both the area of land as well as the
amount of a particular resource or the number of people being impacted.

o Moderate Impact: These are impacts that are of a size that will likely result in more impacts on
one or more environmental resources but are more locallzed. Moderate impacts can occur when
the project affects a portion of a parcel or even a larger area extending to a small area Just
beyond the parcel. Moderate environmental impacts may be either isolated (only in one location),
or of nelghborhood concem. Size is not the only aspect of magnitude, however. If a project
affects a small area of land, but the resource being impacted is locally rare, for example, then the
actual Impact may be large. When reviewing an impact's magnitude, the reviewing agency
should conslider the size of the impact and resource, as well as the scope and context of the
project. A proposed project that Impacts a small number of people may also be considered a
moderate impact. The resources affected often have broad local or regional concern and often
are actlvitles or resources that are regulated or protected by some local, state, or national
agency.

o Large Impact: These are impacts that may cover larger areas beyond the parcel in the
neighborhood or community or Impact larger numbers of people. The resources affected often
have broad local or regional concern and often are activities or resources that are regulated or
protected by some local, state, or national agency.

o You should decide If the potentlal impact is a moderate or large impact. Some of the evaluation
you did in Part 2 can help with this declsion.

» Duration: For each potential Impact being evaluated In Part 3, declde If it wiil be short-term,
medium-term, long-term, or irreversibie,



o Short-term Impact: Some actions may have short-term impacts. These are often due to the
Initial land disturbance or construction phase. Short-term impacts can occur for a few days,
weeks or several months, and then improve quickly. In this case, short-term impacts may be of
minor or negligible importance in a long time frame. It Is very important to evaluate the duration
of an impact in the context and scope of a project. A short-term impact in one situation may not
be significant, but in other cases, may be very significant.

= An example of a short-term impact would be stock-piling topsoll and placement of erosion
control methods in one location during construction of a structure. After construction, the
topsoil would be graded and re-seeded or landscaped. Short-term Impacts would occur due
to the initial disturbance of soil and vegetation, but within several weeks, it would be replaced.

o Medium-term Impact: Some actions may have impacts that last fonger but that are stlll not
permanent or irreversible. Medium-term impacts can be measured in months, over several
seasons, or perhaps a few years, but have an end-point where the conditions improve and
adverse impacts dissipate. Depending on the context and scale of the project as well as the
other feature evaluated in Part 3, medium-term impacts could have minor or large significance.

= An example of a medium-term Impact would be construction of an access way using a single
culvert over a small, non-regulated stream that has wooded streambanks. Construction of the
culvert and driveway will require removal of some additional stream-side vegetation and
disturbance to the water flow. Thus It could affect water temperature (by removal of the
trees), increase turbldity, change water flow, and reduce habitats for fish and invertebrates. In
this example, there could be both short-term and medium-term Impacts. After construction;
the water flow and turbidity issues would disslpate, but the changes to the streambank and
stream bottom habitats could last months or seasons before the vegetation returns and
habitats re-formed. If the applicant included stream bank and stream bottom restoration, use
of best management practices for stream corridore, and re-planting of declduous trees, then
the adverse impacts could be moderated in duration.

o Long-term impact: These are impacts that last for years, or last as long as the activity that
generates the impact continues to take place. Some projects continually Impact the environment
In an adverse way while the activity takes place, but then the environment Improves after the
operation ceases. Other actions may occur only for a short period of time, but the impacts last a
very long time and it takes years for the environment to recover.

= Examples of ong-term Impacts could include adverse changes In alr quality while a
manufacturing use operates, or continual production of noise levels above ambient levels
while the use operates. Should the manufacturing cease operations, the air pollutlon and
noise impacts end. Removal of large acreages of forest lands on a portion of a parcel to be
planted in grass would likely be considered long term impact but the forest could regenerate if
maintenance of the lawn stopped and trees were allowed to re-grow. Another example of a
long-term impact would be a chemical spill that poliutes water or solls that would take
decades before the natural resources are recovered.

o Irreversible Impact: These are Impacts that occur where the environment can't return to its
original state at any time or in any way. Use of nonrenewable resources may be irreversible
since it is unlikely that the resource can be used again. Impacts that generally commit future
generations to similar uses may also be considered Irreversible impacts, Projects where there is
no potential for future restoration are also considered Irreversible. In some cases, there may be



difiiculty distinguishing between a fong-term impact and one that is Irreversible, but generally,
Ireversible impacts are those that permanently result in an adverse change.
= Examples of irreversible impacts include:
» The extinction of an animal or plant species
= Demolition of existing historical structures
= Conversion of prime farmiand solls to residential use
» Construction of a structure that permanently alters a scenic view in a negative way
o Other impacts may not fit neatly in the short, medium, or long term categories because they may
be continuous, or intermittent. The reviewing agency should use their best judgment to
determine the category that fits the duration of the potential impact.

+ Likelthood: For each potential impact belng evaluated In Part 3, decide if it will be unlikely fo occur,
will posslbly occur, or will probably occur. Given the nature of the project, some impacts may be very
likely to occur while others may possibly oceur, and others are unlikely to occur. The reviewing
agency may decide that unlikely impacts may be of large magnltude or long duration but are
ultimately not significant because they are so unlikely to actually occur. In other cases, an unlikely
impact may carry such a high risk that the revlewing agency may decide it is very significant.

¢ Unlikely to Occur: These are impacts that have a very low chance of occurring now or in the
future.

= An example of an impact that is unlikely to occur could be a spillage of a toxic chemical used
in a manufacturing process. There is an extremely low probability of this occurring.

o Possibly will Occur: These are impacts that-are possible, but not likely occur,

» An example of an impact that possibly could occur would be the growth inducing aspects of a
new 28-lot subdivision development in a town that has had very slow growth and is not near
an urbanized area. The residential development may create consumer demands that will
influence and promots development In another location in the community, There is the
potential for impacts to the community long-term, but It is less likely to occur given the
character and economy of the area.

o Probably will Occur: These aréimpacts that are very likely to occur.

= An example of an Impact that probably will occur would be loss of fisheries due to a dredging
operation In a water body that supports warm water fish species that require shallow water to
survive.

Organize Your Decislons

Because there are many variables that will Influence your determination on the significance of an
impact, It may be useful fo organize your decisions for each impact discussed. Using a chart or
checklist can be a helpful tool. -The chart below is a tool to help you organize, think about, and help
make your decisions on magnitude, duration, and likelthood for each question answered and illustrates
the options to be considered when dolng Part 3. If you use a tool similar to the following chart, you can
circle or highlight one cholce in each column for each impact evaluated,

WimgnHnde o8 fengeaat

Moderate {locallzed) |Short-term Unlikely to occur

Large (Severe) Medium-term Possibly will occur




